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'A'nar Ch<fro KanxJS are a g*cy.ouj tribute to lnd<o's rich cultural heritage These books 
ha*n tuten on tNogtal part of my childrens early years, as they have been for many 
other i lmiues across India Com.cs are a great way of reaching out to children, mculcat 
i**7 rcodmo hab.ts ond driYir j their quest to ’earn more about our roots 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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SHANTALA 


Shantala was the queen of Vishnu Vardhano, the ruler of the Hoysala 
kingdom. Brought up as a Join, Shantala believed in ahimsa or 
non-violence. Her husband, on the other hand, had a single-minded 
ambition, to free Hoysala from the rule of the Chalukya Empire, 
whatever be the cost. He waged wars and unleashed death and 
destruction on hapless people. 

Though Shantala, tragically, could not convince her husband to give 
up violence she was the glorious inspiration behind the temples that 
Vishnu Vardhana built, and which remain a lasting legacy of the 
Hoysala kingdom to this day. 
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IT WAS THE YE/& 1103. AT THE HOYS A LA CAPITAL OF PORA SAM UDRA, 
KINO SAIL ALA THE FIRST LAY BURNING WITH FEVER.. 



HIS BROTHER, PRINCE BITTIDEVA , WAS AT HIS 


BiTTIGA, I KNOW 
THAT MV END 


ANNA* PON’T 

5PEAK THUS, 
I BEG YOU. 


PERHAPS IT 13 ALL FOR 
THE BEST. YOU, MY 
VALIANT YOUNGER 

BROTHER., SHALL 
MV HEIR. 


.V 






f • 


C* 


I HAVE NOT BEEN 
BLESSEP WITH 
A SON—AN HEIR 
TO HOYSALA NAPU 


SUDDENLY, BALL ALA'S EYES 
MISTY. ,-- 

AH | WHAT A PREAM 
Wt CHERISHED I THOUGH 
I WILL BE GONE, BITTIGA, 
YOU MUST FIGHT THE 
CHALUKVA EMPEROR AND 
MAKE OUR PREAM 

£OME TRUE 


GREW 


* A TERM OF ADDRESS TO AN 


BROTHER 
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amar chitra katha 




CHILD, MV BLESSINGS ARE ALWAYS 
WITH BOTH OF YOU. AS MAN 

^ ^ ANP WIFE... 



...YOU MUST THINK AS 
ONE.GIVE EACH OTHER 
SUPPORT ALL THROUGH 
YOUR LIVES. 


I LEAVE BITTIGA IN 
YOUR HANPS. TAKE 
v CARE OF HIM. 




BITTIDEVA WAS PROCLAIMED KING ANP CAME TO BE KNOWN AS 
VISHNU VARDHANA Hnv^Al A. 
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SHANTALA 


AND VISHNU VARDHANA HAD ONE GREAT AMBITION. 


mm 

fTfrimrcri 
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C- i 


:ATH WAS CAUSED 
Y THE CRUSHING 
DEFEAT HE SUFFER¬ 
ED AT THE HANPS 
OF THE CHALUKVA 

emperor. 
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amar chitra katha 



SHANTALA 





BESIDES, REMEMBER 
ANNA'S LAST 

/■/^uuakjn 



OH, BALLU ANNA, ^ 
HOU TOLD ME TO TAKE 
CARE OF HIM AND IN 
THE SAME BREATH HOL 
ASKED HIM TO 60 TO 
A. . WAR. 


ANP VISHNU VARPHANA RE 71 REP, LEAVING 
SHANTALA TO HER THOUGHTS - 


_ - 
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SHANTALA 


i 



SHANTALA 

ARE lOU . 
MAD ? 


LET ME KILL IT. WE 
WILL ALL BE SAFER 
WITH THE CREATURE 
^ DEAD. A 




7 MV GOP, WH 
IF IT HAD 
BITTEN HOU P 



MV LORD, | BELIEVE 
THAT LIFE, ANV LIFE 
. IS PRECIOUS. 


WHAT ABOUT HOUR LIFE, 

QUEEN ? IF THAT 

SNAKE HAD BITTEN VOU, 
I until n hauc 




LORD 
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YES, SHANTALA 


WHAT 1 


IT? 


MY LORD,! 


■ • « 




AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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I BEG OF YOU... 
DON'T CONTINUE 
v THE WAR. 


•HANTALA i 


V 


1 / 
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' MV ANCESTORS WERE 

WARRIORS.SHANTALA. W£ 

MADE OUR. WAV UP, 

FIGHTING. . 










WHAT SPURRED US ON 

and on, was ambition, 

.LOFTY AMBITION, 


TODAY,I AM CHARGED WITH 
THE TASK OF SPREADING 
THE glory of the hoysalas. 

V. AND THAT IS BEST DONE... 


...WITH WAR 


/t> 
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SHANTALA 


MV LORD I WAR IS 
DEATH AND 
DESTRUCTION. 

& 


>1 
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lV 


V 
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t, rc > Dt II IN THE 

smallest form, 

CAN ENSURE ANY 
GLORV.NOT WAR. 


vou ARE TALK 
IHG OF THE 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


,<» 


> - 


i 
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NEVER SPEAK 10 
ME OF WAR AGAIN,] 
IF HOU TRULY 
LOVE ME. 


\ 
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VT 




WHERE .SMALL I FIND 
THE STRENGTH TO KEEP 

Ourselves as ore, whe> 

OUR IDEALS ARE SO 
djfferen T f 


o 
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*07 ZCW6 AFTER TH/S 


m LEAVING, SHANTALA 
RULE THE KINGDOM 
WITH CARE WHILE | AM 
AWAY. 
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I WILL, 
MV LORD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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AFTER MUCH OF THE CHOLA TERRITORY HAD FALLEN^ INTO HOVSALA HAN PS •. • 


.. VISHNU VARDHANA ATTACKED THE 
VASSALS OF THE CHALUKYAS . 


IT WAS AN OUT AND OUT VICTORY 
FOR THE HOYSALA KING. 



I HO LONGER BOW TO 
THE CH ALUKVA OVERLORP 
I AM A REBEL AND 
l REBEL FOR MV OWN 
INDEPENDENT STATE. 


JJ 


V 


1 


\ 




IN GLORIOUS TRIUMPH, THE KING RETURNED TO 
DORASAMUDRA. p 

MV QUEEN,WHAT 
A J0V0U6 PAY THIS 
IS • ANNA’S DREAM 
— MV DREAM —HAS 
PARTLV BEEN 
FULFILLED. 


IV 


o \\ a 



SHANTALA 



inlS MARK OF VERMILION 
THAT I APPLY TO VOUR 
FOREHEAD IS THE COLO 
_ OF VICTORY... 


r 

. 


11 




















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHEN THE KING AND H/S ARMIES RETURNED SOME MONTHS LATER, THERE WERE 
FLOWERS AND ARCHES IN THE STREET TO WELCOME THEM. 


GREAT CONQUEROR , LIKE AN 
UNPERWATER FIRE YOU 
EVAPORATEP THE OCEAN 
OF HOUR ENEMIES. 




\ 


AND IN THE PALACE HALL, 


SANG H/S PRAISES . 


GLORY TO THE MI6MTV-ARMEP 
ONE WHOSE SWORP LIKE 
A ROYAL KITE PESTROVEP 
SERPENT KINGS... 


V 


...WHO, LIKE A STRONG ELEPHANT, 
BROKE POWN THE SPEARS OF 
THE ENEMY AS IF THEY WERE 
MERE PLANTAIN STEMS. 






/THE KAVERI 
WAS SO FULL OF 
ENEMY CORPSES 
THAT THE CHOLA 
KING COULP NOT 
PRINK ITS 

WATER , ANP 

HAP TO TURN 
\ TO WELLS 
/y\ INSTEAP. 


r* 
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SHANTALA 






ONCE IN HER ROOM, SHE BROKE DOWN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SH ANTAL A j DON’T 
VOU WISH TO SEE 
ME POWERFUL? 



PUTV ? THROUGH VIOLENCE ? 
THROUGH RAISING AN EMPIRE 
ON THE BONES OF PEAD MEN? 
I PO NOT UNDERSTAND VOUR * 
LANGUAGE, MV LORD. y 






-i 


A> -V 


Jj'vC. 


1 




NOT IF THAT POWER ^ 

IS GAINED THROUGH 
REPEATED CAMPAIGNS, 
REPEATED INVASIONS 
AND REPEATED J 
BLOODSHED... y\ 




Blit they are the 

ONLY MEANS By 

WHICH a ruler 

CAN DO HIS PUTV 
TO HIMSELF AND 
TO HIS COUNTRy. 



/ 

.. » 

, I 


AND I DO NOT UNDER¬ 
STAND VOURS.SO 
GIVE ME LEAVE TO 
^ STAV AWAY FROM 
YOU AND MORE 
P7.VSUCH SCENE6. 


m 
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■j 




ROOM 


•< i 





SLOWLY, SHANT/HJ) MADE FOR HER. 

prater-room. 

O PERFECT 
ONE I IN WEDDING 
YOUR IDEALS, HAVE 
I LOST MY 
HUSBAND? 
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MARVELS IN STONE 


Script: Sworn Khondpur 


(Halabid. B.lur and Somn.thpur) 


THE HOHSALAS WHO ROSE TO POWE& ,*/ Z7Z - 

IN THE 12TH CENTUFV A n W KARNATAKA 

TOPAW POR THEIR BEAUTIFUL / TEMPLF% A at* ED 
HALEB,D, BELUR ANP SCWWmipUR? * T I- 


lllu«tration» : S. K. Parab 
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PISTINCT IN STVLE, THESE 
PLRTFORAftS ANP PO NOT HAVE 7 
OF SOUTH- INPIAN TEMPLES. 


temples are built ON RAISED 

H£ TALL SOPOR AMS, so TSPtCAL 


the NAME i '’HO'iSALA v< 

HAS AN INTERESTING, 
ORIGIN. ‘HON, SALA' 

CMEANING , STRIKE, 
SALA, ) WERE THE 
WORDS SPOKEN TO 
SALA, A HUNTER, \ 
WHEN A HERMIT 
WAS THREATENED 
&V A TIGER. WHEN 
SALA HILLED THE 
TIGER,THE HERMIT 
BLESSED HIM WITH 
SOVEREIGN TV FOR 
SAVING HIS LIFE. 
SALA LATER FOUNDED 
A KINGDOM AND HIS 
HEROIC ACT BECAME 
THE EMBLEM OP 
THE DHNASTi. 


I* .. J 
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V I I. 


11 


a*JG 


» ' 


•* .AJIi 
%2 A* 


Ur i 






I* k 
\ * 


v. 


« 





























































































































































[ 



THE HOYSALA TEMPLES APE HIGHLY DECORATIVE. THEY HAVE ELABORATE CURVED 
FRIEZES RUNNING ROUND THEIR WALLS. THE FRIEZE REPRODUCED HERE DEPICTS 
A SCENE FROM THE PANCH4TANTRA STORY OF THE TURTLE WHO FELL OFF THE STIC*. 
THESE HIGHLY CHISELLED FRIEZES ARE INTERSPERSED WITH LARGER 
FIGURES OF DANCERS', MUSICIANS AND HUNTERS-IN THE HE SAVA TEMPLE 

CSOMNATHPUR) EVEN GANESHA IS SHOWN DANCING■ 

■ - ' - ■- - - 






SUPPORTING THE EAVES OF THE TEMPLES ARE ORNATE FIGURES IN GRACEFUL POSES. 



the INTERIORS OP THESE TEMPLES ARE AS ORNATE AS THEIR EXTERIORS 
WITH FINELY CARVED PILLARS. AND THIS NANDI , VAHAN*OF SHIVA, SEEMS 
TO HA VE RECEIVED SPECIAL ATTENTION FROM THE SCULPTOR . _ 

* VEHICLE 











































































































SHANTALA 



SOME TIME LATER t VISHNU VARDHANA SET OUT ON ANOTHER CAMPAIGN . HE CUD NOT TAKE 
LEAVE OF SHANTALA . 


** ■ ■ - ■ ■ — 1 ■ ■ 

SUT LATER, THE SAME DAY — 



PATTAMAHADEVI, THE 


THE 


CARRIAGE IS WAITING / CARRIAGE ? 



THE KING LEFT SPECIAL 
INSTRUCTIONS THAT YOU 
MUST BE THE FIRST TO 
ENTER THE 



IF YOU WILL PO ME 
THE HONOUR OF 
FOLLOWING ME.... 



1 

...AND ROPE AWAY WITH THE ATTENDANT. 


SO SHANTALA GOT INTO THE CARRIAGE ••• 


THEY GOT OFF OUTSIDE A PIECE OF LAND, 
ENCLOSED 3Y A WALL. THE ATTENDANT 
HANDED SHANTALA A SCROLL . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



;Z',f "e**WH,L£ 
a 6/pt OF ° offer 

*our aapJZvwJL 0 ** 

MOHUMESn- 7rf? N ’ 

** WO M,<sJ£ % **»*D 

&V ™ £ '*£o%T V 


T *<m A y ' Pj>/ *s 

V ~ 2 ? 

** 



THIS 15 THE FOUNDATION OF THE VldAVA 
NARAYANA TEMPLE *. IT IS THE LARGEST 
OF THE SEVERAL TEMPLE PROJECTS 
v ON HAND TO COMMEMORATE THE / 
KINS’5 VICTORIES. ^LA 
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{ 




TO COMMEMORATE MV VICTORY 
TOO, MV LORD.THE VICTORY OF 
T OUR UNION...OUR LOVE. YOU 
COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN ME 
A GREATER GIFT THAN 
YOUR PROMISE AND 
THIS TEMPLE. 




^rv/ 


* 




It 


! 


_ 





r 


C£, SHANTALA PLUNGED INTO THE DELIGHTS OF WATCHING 

V? Q 3fT£S OF ™ £ VWW NARAYANA Ah 
V UP. AND OFTEN HEP STEP -SON. BAIL ALA dt 



' tntnrw/, KE6HAVA TEMPLE 
FINEST EATANT Fiam» r -a 
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SHANTALA 



I WAS DETERMINED 
TO BRING THE 
VIBRANT RHYTHM 
1 OF YOUR ART... 


INTO MINE 


PJfJ 


> u J N ^p 

r^Pri 


SHANTALA AND BALL ALA FOUND THAT PROGRESS 
ON THE WORK WAS SLOW AS GOOD SCULPTORS 
WERE HARD TO COME BN. ;- 


AND 


ENOUGH PA SO dA CAME. 


SE DO NOT BE 
FORMAL WITH ME. 
SEE Me AS THE SA< 
SHANTALA YOU 
USED TO KNOW 


BALLALA,WHY PON*T WE SEND FOR WSOJA? 
HE IS A TALENTED SCULPTOR. HE LIVES 
AT BALIPURA, WHERE I WAS 
BORN. HE WILL BE MOST HAPPY TO COME 
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AMAR CH1TRA KATHA 


IT WAS YOUR YOUTH 
AND BEAUTY THAT 
inspired ME THEN. 


$UT TODAY, IT IS THE SERENITY OF 
, y0UR SOUL THAT I SEE ...THAT I WILL 

, immortalize in the temples r 

OF HOYSALA • jS 



r\ 


f MAHAPEVI, I WILL BEGIN 
O WORK TOMORROW 
'y ITSELF. > 


— f 


^r k "l 




SH/WT/U* »*S THUS £HGA6£D *T HOME, BUILDING TEMPLES. TANKS PND 



... VISHNU VARDHANA, FAR A WAV, WAS WARRING 
WITH THE EMPEROR AND TWELVE OF HIS 
SUBORDINATES. AND IN THE GREAT STRUGGLE THAT 

took place at k,an neg ala, once again , vishnu 



TASTING SUCCESS AFTER SUCCESS, THE 
H0V3ALA KING PIP NOT KNOW WHERE JO 
STOP. WAR BECAME AN OBSESSION WITH HIM. 
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SHANTALA 



THIS LAST WAR OP THE SERIES AIT 

HALASURU MARKED THE DOWNWARD 
SLIDE OP VISHNU VARDHANA. HE 

THE WAR... 




RETURNED TO HIS CAPITAL, LIKE HIS BROTHER, DEJECTED ANP ILL 
SHANTALA NURSED HIM GENTLY BACK TO HEALTH. i — -- 


IT FILLS ME WITH 
SORROW, MY LORD,THAT 

YOU COULD NOT ACHIEVE 
THE GOAL YOU HAP SET 
k FOR Y OURSELF. 


SHANTALA, MY 
DEFEAT FILLS 
ME WITH 
V SHAME. ^ 


UJLiuuuakT 


BUT, MY LORD, 
DOES THAT 
MEAN THAT...? 


NO, SHANTALA. NO 
MORE CAMPAIGNS FOR 
ME. ALL I WANT NOW 
IS THE PEACE OF 
V YOUR PRESENCE. . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHANT»l» FACE WITH 

THE KING WATCHED 

pleasure. 



/VW LORD, WHEN SOU ARE ABLE TO 
WALK, WE WILL GO TO OUR TEMPLE. 
THERE IB A SCULPTURE &S PASOJA 
THAT I MUST SHOW SOU. 





...WITH HIS QUEEN &V HIS SIDE, VISHNU VARPHANA 
GAVE GRANTS TO UA/NA, VAlSHNAVA AND SHAIVA 
TEMPLES. 




Ml 

« . 


TOOK 



SHANTALA 




THE KING DREW A DEEP BREATH. 


I HAP PROMISED SOU 
THAT THERE WOULD BE 
NO MORE CAMPAIGNS, 
v BUT... > 
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amar CHITRA katha 


auT I BEG OF VOU, LET 
ME GO ON ONE LAST 
CAMPAIGN, ANP FULFIL 
ANNA*9 LAST COMMAND. 


SHANTALA, 

|KNOW I MADE 
A PROMISE 
k TO VOU. y 


IF VOU STILL 5AV 
I SHOULD NOT 60 
TO WAR, I WILL 


GIVE UP WAR BECAUSE 
I FORCED VOU TO P 


HE WAS NOT TO 
COME WITH ME IN 
ANV CASE. TRAIN 
HIM TO GOVERN THE 
KINGDOM WHILE 
\V I AM A WAV. 


NO, MV LORD| WHAT 
IS THE VALUE OF THAT 
DECISION WHICH DOES 
NOT COME FROM , 
WITHIN? JU 


NO, I WILL NOT BIND VOU 
TO VOUR PROMISE. BUT 
ONE REQUEST;LEAVE AT 
LEAST BALL ALA WITH ME- 


THE RING AND QUEEN PARTED- DASOJA S 
SCULPTURE THAT THEY HAD COME TO SEE 

WAS forgotten. 




r 4 t41 
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Lr^r m 
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SHANTALA 



I WILL 
APPA. 


50, SOON 


BALL ALA, MV SON, 


LEARN ALL THAT VOU CAN 
ABOUT STATE AFFAIRS ••• AND, 
MOST OF ALL,TAKE CARE OF^ 
^ VOUR MOTHER. 



^ AMMA , DON'T BE 
SAD. I WILL ALWAVS 
BE WITH VOU. 



WHILE VISHNU VARDHANA REPE/TTEDLV 
SOME GROUND, NOW LOSING SOME, BALL ALA 
AFFAI RS OF TH E KINGDOM. 


THE ChALU KVA EMPEROR. y NOW GA/N/Ng\ 
MANAGED THE ADMINISTRATIVE 




f" s 





IH£N CAME THE THUNDERBOLT. BALL ALA 
DIED IN 1131 . THE RING RETURNED IN HASTE 
TO PORASAMUDRA- PALACE AND CITV vo^Arr 
INTO MOURNING. 
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SHANTALA 


SOME TIME LATER. 


i too plan to go 

WAV ...TO SHIVAGANGA 
ON A PILaRlMAGE... 


SHANTALA,I LEAVE FOR THE 
NORTH IN A FEW PAYS ... ON 
A campaign. 


IT WILL BE A CHANGE 
FOR VOU ...» HOPE 
VOU FINP PEACE... 


THE DAW Of SHANTALA *S DEPARTURE 
ARRIVED . i----- 


FAREWELL. BELOVEP 
REMEMBER, DESPITE 
EVERYTHING, 

I ALWAYS LOVED /* 
YOU. 


THE KING STOOP WHERE HE WAS, AND 
THE COACH SPED ON. r- 


SHANTALA J 
TAKE CAREf 
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v 1 






^ 1 



































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VISHNU VARDHANA RECEIVED THE 
NEWS WHEN HE WAS AT BANKAPURA, 
FIGHTING THE KADAMBAS. 


NN LORPj I SEUEVE 
THAT LIFE, ANY 
LIFE, 16 PRECIOUS., 
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it 
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WAS THAT WHY 
V OU GAVE IT UP? 
WAS IT BECAUSE' 
THE MOST 
PRECIOUS THING 
YOU COULQ SACRI¬ 
FICE FOR A 
PRINCIPLE WAS 
YOUR OWN 
LIFE ? 


AFTER THIS , THOUGH VISHNU VARPHANA 
CONTINUED HIS POUCV OF AGGRESSION> HIS 


HEART WAS NO MORE IN IT. HE BEGAN TO 
SPEND MUCH OF HIS TIME WANDERING 

LU/11 J/2 UIC TC uni ce 




HOW > 
BEAUTIFUL 
ARE THE 
SCULPTURES 
OF PASOJAl 
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fit 
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SHANTALA 
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